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sister Elizabeth, whom Henry had also had declared illegitimate,
should succeed in her turn. If Elizabeth should have no issue
the descendants of Henry's younger sister, Mary (who had been
Queen of France and then married the Duke of Suffolk), were to
succeed. He made no mention of the Scottish branch, although
this was descended from his elder sister, Margaret.
The Council nominated in the will was sixteen in number, and
it was Henry's intention that they should be all equal. The
principal members beside Edward Seymour, Lord Hertford,
were Cranmer, the Archbishop of Canterbury, Paget, the
Secretary, Wriothesley, the Chancellor, Russell, who had
rapidly acquired one of the greatest of the new fortunes out of
the loot of religion, and Herbert, who was a principal official
attendant upon Henry in person. Most of these men were
known to be in favour of continuing the religious revolution
which had akeady so largely enriched them, though none of
them had any religious feeling, save Cranmer. Cranmer, who
alone was indifferent to money, was violently anti-Catholic,
though he had concealed his feelings from Henry. It was
remarkable that among the rest Henry included Tunstall, the
Bishop of Durham, who had stood out for orthodoxy so boldly
during the first moves for the supremacy.
The King had died on a Friday morning; the conspirators
kept the death secret all Saturday and all Sunday, giving Sey-
mour time to get hold of the little Prince and bring him up from
HatfiekL At last on Monday, January 31, the death was
'released.' Paget read parts of the will to the House of Lords,
and the Council took a public oath solemnly to keep the pro-
visions of the will in every detail.
They at once proceeded to break their oath. Paget and
Edward Seymour (Hertford), who had akeady made an arrange-
ment between them the night before Henry died, suggested that
the Earl of Hertford be made head of the state and given full
royal power, subject only to the consent of the Council. After this
the Council proceeded to give themselves new and grander titles
and to pocket large sums of public money, which they declared
the late King had promised them. Edward Seymour was to be
a Duke, and was to get about £25,000 a year more than he
already had, with a further eight or nine thousand a year to be
looted from the first bishopric which should fall vacant. Then
Paget said that he had been set down for ten to twelve thousand
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